Butler County Board of Elections
Board Meeting Minutes
September 6, 2023

The Butler County Board of Elections met on Wednesday, September 6, 2023, at 1:00 p.m. for a
regular meeting. Roll call was taken and present were Chairman Cloud, Member mariann
penska, Member Chris Wunnenberg llI, Director Nicole Unzicker, Deputy Director Eric Corbin,
Tracy Allen with Britton Reporting who will be transcribing the hearing, Monroe City Council
Candidate Christina McElfresh, Witnesses for Ms. McElfresh, Village of New Miami Mayor
Candidate Jewel Hayes Hensley, Members of the Public Graeme George, Ohio Democratic Party
Representative Kevin O’Neil, and Poll Worker Administrator/Executive Assistant Melissa Trotta.
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BUTLER COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTI ONS

SPECI AL BOARD MEETI NG

Date and Ti ne:

Pl ace:

Board nenbers:

Di rector:

Deputy
Director:

Executi ve
Assi st ant:

Reporter:

Wednesday, Septenber 6, 2023

1: 00 p. m

But| er County Board of
El ecti ons

1802 Princeton Road

Ham [ ton, Chio 45011

Frank d oud, Chair man

Mari ann Penska

Chri s Winnenberg, |1

Ni col e Unzi cker

Eric Corbin
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Tracy L. Allen, RPR RWR
Notary Public - State of Chio
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P-ROCEEDI-NGS

M5. TROTTA: On the record.

THE CHAIRMAN: | would like to cal
t he special neeting of the Butler County
Board of Elections to order on
Sept enber 6, 2023 at 1:00 p.m

Rol |l call, please.

M5. TROTTA: Chairman C oud?

THE CHAI RVAN:  Here.

M5. TROTTA: Menber Penska?
PENSKA:  Here.
TROTTA: Menber Winnenberg?
WUNNENBERG.  Here.

5 3 5 O

TROTTA: Al so present at today's
nmeeting are Director N cole Unzicker,
Deputy Director Eric Corbin, Tracy Allen
with Britton Reporting who will be
transcri bing the hearing.

W have Jewel Hayes-Hensl ey,
candi date for New M am Mayor; Christina
McEl fresh, candidate for Gty of Monroe
Counci |, and nenbers of the public.

THE CHAIRVAN: Al right. Sone new
busi ness here, | guess a reconsideration

heari ng.
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Do | need to read the -- do you want
to read that?

MR. CORBIN:. Just you can read in
3A.

THE CHAI RVAN:  3A? (kay.

Jewel Hayes-Hensl ey, petitioner for
mayor of New Mam Village, was filed on
Wednesday August 9th, 2023 on five
Separate petition papers.

BCE staff reviewed and found that of
the 84 signatures submtted, only 47 were
valid and the requirenment is 50.

The Board denied certification of
her candi dacy on Wednesday, August 16t h,
2023 on the basis that not enough valid
signatures were submtted.

The request for reconsideration was
recei ved by the Board of Elections on
Thur sday, August 24th, 2023 by in-person.

This reconsideration hearing is for
t he purpose of hearing testinony and
t aki ng evi dence on the issues relevant to
t he determ nation of whether Jewel
Hayes- Hensl ey's petition is valid or

invalid in view of this signature
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requi renent in ORC 3513. 251.

Keep goi ng?

MR, WUNNENBERG.  Yes.

THE CHAI RMAN:  The Board is aware
that Jewel Hayes-Hensley may be
represented by counsel .

| f she is represented by counsel
t oday, woul d her counsel please
i ntroduce?

You're not represented by counsel ?

MS. HAYES- HENSLEY: No, |'m not.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Ckay. |'m | ooking
t he wong way.

The Chi o Revised Code is devoid of
instructions on how to proceed on this
hearing, so it wll be conducted so as to
provi de due process to all concerned.

The proposed candi date, Jewel
Hayes- Hensl ey, will go first and nmay give
a brief opening statenent if she chooses.
QG her interested parties will also be
gi ven the sane opportunity to be heard,
if they choose so. After the proposed
candi date, Jewel Hayes-Hensl ey, has

presented all evidence and the testinony
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desi r ed.

Parties on either side may present
testinmony if they wish. The w tnesses
may be cross-exam ned by the other party.

kay. Are you ready to -- we're
going to swear you in.

MS. HAYES- HENSLEY:  Yes.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Rai se your right
hand, pl ease.

(Wtness duly sworn.)

THE CHAIRVAN:  You're up. You can
sit in the chair.

MS. HAYES- HENSLEY: So | called the
board of elections and there were ten
signatures in question that they didn't
think was legit.

So | couldn't ask these people to
take off work and cone to this neeting.
And sone of themare elderly. So what |
did was | wote an affidavit out and |
got an actual notary who wal ked
door-to-door with ne.

| explained to themthat their
guestion was in -- their signature was in

guestion. A little bit of themwere
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upset, but | explained to themit was for
their benefit. At |east they know that
nobody can use their signature for voting
fraud or whatever, but they signed the
affidavit, the notary notarized it.

And then the notary herself wote a
letter to you all stating that she went
door-to-door with ne. And out of the ten
that were in question, | got eight of the
signatures. There was two that was not
hore.

THE CHAI RVAN: Do we have t hat
affidavit?

M5. UNZICKER We do have those
affidavits here in the file. W can pass
those along to the board nenbers if you
woul d like to see those.

M5. HAYES- HENSLEY: Can | say
something on those? | forget to put --
on those | forgot to add a place for
their address, so | just had themwite
their address in at the bottom

THE CHAIRVAN: |s there any ot her
parties that wi sh to make a statenent,

anyone fromthe public?
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| f not, do you have any cl osing
statenents, or is that what you have
or --

M5. HAYES- HENSLEY: Well, that's
what | have. That's all | need to do,
because like | said, some of the
residents work and sonme of themare
elderly and | didn't feel confortable
asking themto cone to a neeting so
tried to make it confortable on them by
going to their door and explaining the
si tuation.

| took the actual sheet that |
turned in where you guys had the NG
witten by it and | showed that to them

| explained everything to the best
of nmy know edge to them and had them read
over the affidavit and sign it.

So | done everything | know to do
and | hope it was enough.

THE CHAI RVAN:.  Ckay.

MR. WUNNENBERG Did --

THE CHAI RMAN:  Go ahead.

MR. WUNNENBERG. Did you have a

guestion?
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Did you create the docunent?

M5. HAYES- HENSLEY: | did.

MR. VWUNNENBERG  Ckay.

M5. HAYES- HENSLEY: | did, yeah. |
don't know. So | did create the
docurent. | went on Google and found
a --

MR WUNNENBERG. | got you

M5. HAYES- HENSLEY: And | took the
notary with me just, you know, to nake it
| egit so people knew what they were
signing and it was -- you know.

THE CHAI RMAN: | under st and.

I'd like to enter the evidence that
we' ve been presented into the m nutes.

Mari ann?

M5. PENSKA: | nove that the
del i beration for this reconsideration be
in private.

MR. VWUNNENBERG  Second.

THE CHAI RVMAN: | have a notion and
second to do the deliberation in private,
and we'll conme back and announce what our
deci sion is.

MS. HAYES- HENSLEY: Ckay.
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THE CHAI RVAN:  Rol |l call, please.

M5. TROTTA: Chairman C oud?

THE CHAI RVAN:  Aye.

M5. TROTTA: Menber Penska?

M5. PENSKA: Yes.

M5. TROTTA: Menber Winnenber g?

MR, WUNNENBERG.  Yes.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Mdtion carries.

Thank you. We'll let you know.

M5. HAYES- HENSLEY: All right. So |
just wait outside or do | come back in
or --

MR. WUNNENBERG W' |l call you back

M5. HAYES- HENSLEY: Ckay. Al
right. Thank you.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER 1: All of us.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER 2: | suppose.

M5. PENSKA: We're not going to do
it now.

THE CHAI RVAN:  No, we're not going
to doit now W're going to do them al
at one tine.

MS. PENSKA: So that we don't make

peopl e go out and cone back.
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THE CHAI RVMAN.  Ckay. Christina
MEl fresh's petition for Monroe City
Council was filed on Friday, August 4th,
2023 on five separate petition papers.

BOE' s staff reviewed them O the
58 signatures submitted, only 47 were
valid and the requirement is 50.

The Board denies certification of
her candi dacy on Wednesday, August 16t h,
2023 on the basis that not enough valid
signatures were submtted.

The request for reconsideration was
recei ved by the Board of Elections on
Wednesday, August 23rd, 2023 in person.

This reconsideration hearing is for
t he purpose of hearing testinony and
t aki ng evi dence on the issues relevant to
t he determ nation of whether Christina
McEl fresh's petition is valid or invalid
in view of this signature requirenent in
ORC 3513. 251.

The Board is aware that Christina
McEl fresh may be represented by counsel.
If she is represented by counsel today,

woul d her counsel please introduce
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t henmsel ves?

No counsel ?

MS. McELFRESH.  No counsel

THE CHAI RVMAN:  Ckay. The Chio
Revi sed Code is devoid of instructions on
how to proceed on this hearing, so it
wi |l be conducted so as to provide due
process to all concerned.

The proposed candi date, Christina
McEl fresh, will go first and may give a
brief opening statement if she so
chooses. Qher interested parties my
al so be given the sanme opportunity to be
heard if they choose so, and the proposed
candi date, Christina McEIfresh -- | hope
| m pronounci ng that right.

M5. McELFRESH:  Yes, you are.

THE CHAI RVAN: -- has presented al
evi dence and testinony desired.

kay. Do you want to --

M5. MCELFRESH: | have never done
this before so | don't know what the
protocol is, so help ne al ong.

THE CHAI RVAN:  We' I | get you goi ng

the right way.
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M5. McELFRESH. Ckay. Thank you.

Vll, | appreciate you --

M5. PENSKA: Wait. Swear you in.

M5. McELFRESH. Ch, yes.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Rai se your right
hand, pl ease.

(Wtness duly sworn.)

THE CHAI RVAN:  Now you're up.

M5. McELFRESH  Okay. Well, | just
appreci ate you granting this opportunity
for this reconsideration.

| know, of the signatures, |I'mshort
three. | know | could have done an
affidavit, but | thought that it would be
better to bring the actual people, okay?

So that's who | have here, are the
peopl e who signed ny petition.

They are willing and prepared, under
oath, to testify as to their name, their
address, the fact that they're Monroe
residents, registered voters in Butler
County, and that they, in fact, signed ny
petition.

So | hope that is anenable. |1'm not

sure how to proceed through that process,
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so --

THE CHAI RVAN:  We' || get you through
it. | got a question for you.

M5. McELFRESH:  Sure.

THE CHAI RVAN.  Ckay. Just to nake
sure these ones that you have here are
t he signatures that was turned down on
your petition.

M5. MCELFRESH: Yes. And | have
copies of all of that. Yes.

| can give these to you if you want,
but 1'm guessing you already have them
because | got them fromyou

MS. UNZI CKER:  Yes.

M5. McELFRESH:  Sonebody has them

M5. UNZI CKER:  Yes, we do have
t hose.

M5. McELFRESH.  All right.

THE CHAIRVAN:  Ckay. One at a tine
I'I'l swear themin and |let them --

M5. McELFRESH:  Wonderful .

THE CHAI RMAN:  -- make their
st at ement .

M5. McELFRESH.  Wonder ful .

So the first --
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THE CHAIRMAN:  1'll have them state
their nanme when --

M5. McELFRESH. Ckay. All right.
|'"mgoing to let you do that.

M5. PETERSON: 1'Il go first.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Ckay. | need you to
rai se your right hand, please.

(Wtness duly sworn.)

THE CHAI RMAN:  Can you state your
name?

M5. PETERSON: Angel a Peterson

THE CHAI RVAN:  Ckay.

MS. PETERSON: What el se? Address?
6339 Todhunter Road, M ddl etown, 45044.
It's actually Cty of Monroe, but --

THE CHAI RVAN.  Ckay.

M5. PETERSON: And | did sign the

petition. The signature that you have on

fileis, like, 25 years old.

| have ny driver's |icense which has

the same way that | signed on the
petition.

Do you want to see that?

M5. PENSKA: | woul d.

M5. PETERSON: (Wtness conplies.)

14
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M5. UNZI CKER: Do you have what page
it's on?

MR. CORBIN: You have your i st
right there. That m ght help us. Thank
you very much

M5. MCELFRESH: And | think that's
it. | have then a copy of what you have.

MR. CORBIN: So she's Section 5,
Si gnat ur e nunber 6.

M5. PETERSON: |'m nunber 6 on one
of them

M5. McELFRESH. It's at the very top
at the back

Address is 6399 Todhunter.

MS. PETERSON: 6339.

M5. McELFRESH O 6339.

M5. PETERSON: You need your

gl asses.
M5. McELFRESH. | do.
MR CORBIN. | said it wong.

Section 5, nunber 6.
M5. PENSKA: Did you see it?
THE CHAI RVAN:  Yeah.
M5. PENSKA: Did you want to take it

to Chris?

15
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M5. UNZI CKER:  Pass that al ong.

M5. PETERSON: Thank you.

THE CHAI RVMAN:  Any ot her questions?

Chris, are you good? Do you have
any ot her questions?

MR, WUNNENBERG:  No.

THE CHAI RVMAN: Ckay. Thank you.

MR. WUNNENBERG. Ch, have you
checked your signature at the poll at
the -- what they've got on record?

M5. PETERSON: | al ways vote and
|"ve never had a problem

MR. WUNNENBERG  Never had a
pr obl enf

M5. PETERSON: No. | nean, | just
voted in August and --

MR. WUNNENBERG.  Ckay.

M5. PETERSON: Yeah.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

M5. MCELFRESH: This is Dan
Johnson.

THE CHAI RVAN: Ckay. Raise your
ri ght hand, please.

(Wtness duly sworn.)

THE CHAI RVAN: State your nane,
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pl ease.

MS. JOHNSON: Dani el | e Johnson.

THE CHAlI RVAN

Ckay.

MS. JOHNSON: Address is 203 Scarl et

Cak Drive, Monroe, Ohio. |'ve been a

resident for 18 years. And | voted every

year.
| al so have --

her petition. And |

| did -- | did sign

al so have a copy of

my driver's |license which that signature

should match nore cl

osely with what is on

her -- sane scenari o.

THE CHAI RVAN:

Right. | understand.

M5. JOHNSON:. My signature on file

here is really old.

My signature is

nothing like that anynore, so --

M5. MELFRESH:
addition, | do have
like it.

This is -- she

comm ttee of counci

| do have -- in

this if you would

-- Dani sits on a

, and so this is her

signature fromthe Gty of Monroe. And |

didn't know if you wanted to have a copy

of that.

THE CHAlI RVAN

Can you nmake a copy

17
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of that? Does Melissa have it?

M5. McELFRESH: You can have that.
| made that copy for you

M5. TROTTA: Ch, okay.

THE CHAI RVAN:.  Ckay.

M5. McELFRESH. You m ght want to
ook at it all together. | don't know.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Any ot her questions?

M5. PENSKA: You can just hang out
her e.

MR. WUNNENBERG. Yeah, m ght as well
just stand here.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Ckay. Thank you.

M5. JOHNSON:. Thank you.

THE CHAI RMAN:  You're up, young
| ady.

M5. G BBINS: Ckay.

Hel | o.

M5. MCELFRESH: Hello. This is
Di anna G bbi ns.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Rai se your right hand
to be sworn.

(Wtness duly sworn.)

THE CHAI RMAN:  State your nane,

pl ease.

18
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M5. G BBINS: Dianna Kay G bbins,
242 A d Street, Mnroe, Chio 45050.

|"ve been there for 30 years, but
|'ve lived in Monroe for 70. One of
those little towns you can't get out of.

MS5. McELFRESH:  You don't want to
| eave, that's why.

M5. G@BBINS: |I'mready to go now.

Now, this last time we voted we had
to sign on that little teeny --

THE CHAI RVAN:  Book?

M5. G BBINS: Yeah.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Yeah.

M5. G BBINS: Not in the actual
book, but on that -- and that never
mat ches. Never. | just assune wite
M ckey Muse.

M5. McELFRESH. That m ght be a
probl em

MS5. @ BBINS: Yeah.

M5. M ELFRESH: | wouldn't recomrend
doi ng that.
VR WJNNENBERG ['ll make a conment

that if it requires a signature, you need

to signit.
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THE CHAI RMAN:  Any questions from
anybody?

MS. PENSKA:  No.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

M5. G BBINS: Thank you.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Your turn, sir.

M5. McELFRESH. This is Richard
G bbi ns.

(Wtness duly sworn.)

THE CHAI RMAN: State your nane,
pl ease.

MR GBBINS: Richard Harry G bbins,
242 A d Street, Mnroe, Chio.

See, | did that with nmy finger.

MR CORBIN: It just depends on what
the nost recent signature is that the
Board has.

MR. WUNNENBERG. That's the -- do it
wi th your finger now.

MR GBBINS: | can't do that at
all.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Yeah. It's --

M5. McELFRESH: | just want to stop
here. Do you need themto testify under

oath that they -- their nanme, address,

20
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and that they're a registered voter and
that they, in fact, signed ny petition?

| just want to be clear about that,
because he did not express that.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Yeah

M5. McELFRESH. COkay. So,
M. G bbins, can you cone back up?

MR, G BBINS: Yes.

M5. McELFRESH. | just want to nmake
sure that we're all --

THE CHAI RMAN: | under st and.

M5. McELFRESH. -- covering our
bases.

THE CHAI RMAN: Be on the record that
way.

M5. McELFRESH  Yes.

So did you sign ny petition?

MR. G BBINS: Yes, | did.

M5. McELFRESH. Are you a resident
of Monroe?

MR GBBINS: Yes, | am

M5. McELFRESH. Are you a registered
voter of Butler County?

MR GBBINS: Yes, | am

M5. McELFRESH. Al right. And your
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address?

MR GBBINS: 242 Ad Street,

Monr oe, Oni o.

M5. McELFRESH:  Nane?

MR. G BBINS: Richard H G bbins.

M5. McELFRESH.  Thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

M5. McELFRESH  Just naki ng sure.

M5. PENSKA: Did we swear himin?

THE CHAI RVAN:  Yes.

M5. McELFRESH:  Yeah, yeah. |
just -- he just didn't express --

MS. PENSKA: Sure. Sure. GCot it.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Ckay.

M5. McELFRESH. And that is all
have.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Ckay. Any other --
anyone fromthe public or anybody el se
want to say anything?

MS. PENSKA: That's all your
W t nesses?

M5. McELFRESH:  Yes.

MS. PENSKA: Do you have any ot her
docunents to provide?

M5. McELFRESH. Just what | gave
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you.

M5. PENSKA: Cot it.

M5. McELFRESH. In lieu of, you
know, paper, | brought people.

M5. PENSKA: Sure. Sure.

THE CHAI RMAN: | under st and.

M5. McELFRESH: That's what | did.

MS. PENSKA: And thank you all for
com ng.

MR. WUNNENBERG  Ri ght .

THE CHAI RVMAN:  The Board of
El ecti ons has now heard all testinony,
accepted all evidence to be considered in
the deli berations. The parties have had
an opportunity to present testinony and
Cross-exam ne W tnesses, any individual
who wi sh to testify has been given the
opportunity.

Everyone agrees to the statenents
that they nade, correct?

M5. PENSKA: | nove that the vote
be -- that we deliberate in private.

MR. VWUNNENBERG  Second.

THE CHAI RVAN: | have a notion and a

second to do the deliberations in

23
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private.

Roll call, please.

MS. TROTTA: Chairman C oud?

THE CHAI RVAN:  Aye.

M5. TROTTA: Menmber Penska?

M5. PENSKA:  Yes.

M5. TROTTA: Menber Winnenber g?

MR. WUNNENBERG:  Yes.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Mdtion carries.

You all want to hang on and we'll do
our deliberations and |l et you know.

M5. McELFRESH. Can | allow themto
| eave or do they need to stay?

THE CHAI RMAN:  You all have to | eave
when we del i berate.

M5. McELFRESH: No. | nean, can
they | eave the building or do they need
to stay here?

THE CHAIRVAN:  No. No. Thank you.

M5. McELFRESH. Ckay. All right. |
just wanted to rel ease them

MR. WUNNENBERG.  Absol utely.

M5. McELFRESH:  Thank you very nuch

MR. WUNNENBERG. And t hank you al

for comng in.

24
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(The Board deliberated in executive

session.)

MR CHAI RVAN: The Board of
El ections has conpleted its
deli berations, and I will entertain a
notion and a second.

MR WUNNENBERG. | woul d nove t hat
the notion to reconsider by Christina
MEl fresh be granted and the candi date be
certified for ballot.

MS. PENSKA: Second.

MR CHAI RVAN: W have a notion and
a second. Is there any discussions?

Rol |l call, please.

TROTTA:  Chai rman C oud?
CHAI RVAN:  Aye.

TROTTA: Menber Penska?
PENSKA:  Aye.

TROTTA: Menber Winnenberg?
WUNNENBERG:  Yes.

2 39 55 3P

CHAI RVAN:  Motion carries.
kay. The Board of Elections has

conpleted its deliberations, and the

Chair will entertain a notion and a

second for Jewel Hayes- Hensl ey.
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26
MR. WUNNENBERG | will make a
motion. | would -- | would rec -- | make
a notion that the petition to reconsider
for Jewel Hayes-Hensley be granted and
t he candidate certified for ballot.
MS. PENSKA: Second.
MR CHAIRVAN: | have a notion and a
second. |s there any coments or

guestions?

Rol|l call, please.

M5. TROTTA: Chairman C oud?
MR CHAl RMVAN.  Aye.

M5. TROTTA: Menber Penska?

MS. PENSKA: Aye.

M5. TROTTA: Menber Winnenberg?
MR. WUNNENBERG.  Yes.

2

CHAI RVMAN:  Mbtion carri es.
You're all good to go.

THE PUBLIC. Thank you.

MR. CHAI RVAN:  The ot her new
busi ness that we have on the speci al
nmeeting today is discuss the availability
of a public termnal for signature
verification, which is in Docunent 2.

At this tine, | would like to make a
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nmotion to table this until we have al

four board nmenbers here for discussions

on this.

M5. PENSKA:

Second.

MR CHAlI RVAN: | have a notion and a

second. Is there any coments or

guestions?
Rol | call,

TROTTA:

TROTTA:
PENSKA:
TROTTA:

239 95 3P

pl ease.

Chai rman C oud?

CHAl RVAN:  Aye.

Menber Penska?
Aye.
Menmber Winnenber g?

WUNNENBERG  Yes.

CHAI RVAN: Mbtion carries.

Next neeting wll be -- regular

nmeeti ng, Monday,
9: 00.

Septenber 11, 2023 at

Entertain a notion to adjourn.

MR. WUNNENBERG. Move to adjourn.

M5. PENSKA:

Second.

MR CHAI RMAN: W have a notion and

a second.
Roll call,

M5. TROTTA:

pl ease.

Chai rman C oud?
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29 9 5 D

2

CHAl RVAN:  Aye.

TROTTA: Menber Penska?
PENSKA:  Aye.

TROTTA:  Menber Winnenber g?
WUNNENBERG.  Yes.

CHAI RVAN:  The Board stands

adj our ned.

(HEARI NG ADJOURNED AT 1:45 P.M)
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF OH O
SS
COUNTY OF HAM LTON

I, Tracy L. Allen, RPR, RWVR, the
under si gned, do certify that the foregoing is
the transcript of proceedings given at said
tinme and place; and that | amneither a
rel ative of nor enpl oyee of any of the parties
or their counsel, and have no interest whatever

in the regQlt of the @gtion

]

Tracy L. QL,en, RPR, RWR
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Chairman Cloud presented Document 2, Availability of Public Terminal for Signature
Verification. Chairman Cloud made a motion to table the discussion until all four board
members were present; seconded by Member penska.

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 1:44 p.m.

Frank Cloud, Chairman Nicole Unzicker, Director
Absent
Todd Hall, Member Chris Wunnenberg Ill, Member

mariann penska, Member
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